WILDLIFE IN MEYERSDAL NATURE ESTATE
(Author: Deon Oosthuizen)
Meyersdal Nature Estate is nestled in the Klipriviersberg, an area known for its rich geological,
archaeological and wildlife heritage. It is one of the largest and most successful eco-estates in South
Africa covering an area of 750ha (Meyersdal Eco Estate and Meyersdal Nature Estate combined) of
which less than 12% is developed. Our Estate and Environmental Manager ensures implementation,
management and compliance with our Environmental and Wildlife Management Plan, which ensures
the long term sustainability and conservation of the indigenous and endemic biodiversity. Since 2005
monthly research has been undertaken enabling us to compile a significant database of wildlife
species, big and small. This list is by no means comprehensive or complete and we need your help to
add species to it. One provision though – ONLY SPECIES PHYSICAL SEEN ON MEYERSDAL
NATURE ESTATE CAN BE ADDED.

VERTEBRATES
(AMPHIBIANS) (REPTILES) (MAMMALS)
Note – Should you identify species on Meyersdal Nature Estate not listed here please contact the
estate/environmental manager, Deon Oosthuizen, so that we can update our database with the specie
and locality where seen.

AMPHIBIANS
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Frogs and toads belong to a class of animals (Amphibians) which are characterised by having two
stages within the life cycle. Frog mating calls are unique to each species and the hearing of the female
is attuned so that she is responsive only to that call.
The volume of sound generated by such a small creature is astonishing. After the first rains choruses
of Kassinas sounds through the night and Guttural Toads can be heard at the dams, wetland and
along the stream.
AMPHIBIANS RECORDED ON MEYERSDAL NATURE ESTATE:
Common Name (Scientific Name)
Bubbling kassina (Kassina senegalensis)
Common platanna (Xenopus laevis)
Common caco (Cacosternum boettgeri)
Common river frog (Afrana angolensis)
Guttural toad (Bufo gutturalis)
Natal sand frog (Tomopterna natalensis )
Red toad (Schismaderma careens)
For those that want to learn more about frogs, the book “Frogs and Frogging in Southern Africa” –
Vincent Carruthers, Struik is recommended. It also has an excellent Frog Calls audio CD that will help
with identifying frogs.

REPTILES
Reptiles are cold blooded vertebrates, meaning that they can not regulate their body temperature
independently of their environment – that is why they are more active in warmer weather than cold and
will often bask in the sun. They are a very interesting group that can be characterised by an
exoskeleton of horny epidermal scales and can be divided into four main groups:
• Snakes
• Lizards and chameleons
• Tortoises and turtles
• Crocodiles (not on the estate)

Snakes
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Due to their shy nature, snakes are not seen on the estate as often as may be expected. Snakes will
usually avoid residential areas where there are lots of people and activity. Snakes are deaf and do not
possess external ears or eardrums, but "hear" by feeling vibration through their bodies. Snakes do not
have moveable eyelids and can not blink – a transparent membrane protects the eye and is shed
when the snake moults, that is why their eyes sometimes have a milky white appearance.
Snakes must be protected as they perform an important ecological function. They are predators and
also provide a service to man in helping to keep rodent numbers down. Should you find a snake in
your garden kindly contact the estate manager who will remove it from your garden and will release it
away from houses in the veld.
SNAKES RECORDED ON MEYERSDAL NATURE ESTATE
Common Name (Scientific Name) * Poisonous
Bibron's blind snake (Typhlops bibronii)
Brown house snake (Lamprophis fuliginosus)
Cape wolf snake (Lycophidion capense)
Mole snake (Pseudaspis cana)
Short-snouted grass snake (Psammophis sibilans brevirostris)
Cape Centipede-eater/Black-headed Snake (Aparallactus capensis)
Spotted bush snake (Philothamnus semivariegatus)
Red-lipped herald (Crotaphopeltis hotamboeia)
Highveld garter snake (Elapsoidea sundevallii media)
*Ring-necked spitting cobra (rinkhals) (Hemachatus haemachatus)
*Common night adder (Causus rhombeatus)
*Puff adder (Bitis arietans arietans)
The books “A Field Guide to the Snakes of Southern Africa” – VFM FitzSimons, Collins and “Field
Guide to the Snakes and other Reptiles of Southern Africa” – Bill Branch, Struik are both excellent
reading and recommended should you want to know more about snakes.

Lizards
Lizards are perhaps the most familiar reptiles to most people. Most possess an ingenious method of
escaping potential predators which leaves the confused hunter clutching a useless, twitching tail-tip
while the lizard dashes into a safe crevice. When the predator grabs at the fleeting lizard, it is often
only the tail which is caught. The tail parts company with the rest of the body relatively easily which
helps minimise damage to the lizard. In most cases, the lost tail can be regenerated.
An unusual lizard which lives amongst the leaves of trees and shrubs is the chameleon. Its unique
appearance has dual qualities of stealth and camouflage. Perhaps the most famous of its features is
the ability to change colour to suit the background.

Common flap necked chameleon

Cape skink

LIZARDS RECORDED ON MEYERSDAL NATURE ESTATE:
Common Name Scientific Name
Cape skink Mabuya capensis
Southern rock agama Agama atra
Yellow-throated plated lizard Gerrhosaurus flavigularis
Common flap necked chameleon Chamaeleo dilepis
Cape thick-toed gecko Pachydactylus capensis
The book “Field Guide to the Snakes and other Reptiles of Southern Africa” – Bill Branch, Struik has
an excellent section on other reptiles such as the lizards and tortoises. This is a handy book to take
along on your camping trips.

Tortoises and Terrapins

There are two species of tortoise which occur in the Klipriviersberg naturally; the mountain leopard
tortoise (Geochelone pardalis) and the hinged tortoise (Kinixys belliana).
The mountain leopard tortoise is the largest of the Southern African tortoises and may exceed 70cm in
length. These larger specimens are at least 30 years old, possibly more. A young tortoise grows very
quickly at first to gain the sort of size where it less vulnerable to predators. Subsequent growth is
much slower. Sexual maturity is reached at about 15 years. Newly hatched tortoises have to dig their
way out of their underground nests, often waiting until the rains have begun for the earth to be soft

enough. The coloration and markings vary with age, but are predominately a yellowish background
with irregular dark blotches.
The hinged tortoise is of a smaller size, up to 20 cm. As its name suggests it may be recognised by a
joint across the shell in the hind quarter. This hinge allows enough movement for the tortoise to close
the gap between the shell and base plate thereby protecting the hind section of the tortoise. These
tortoises eat various plants, fruit, mushrooms and some invertebrates such as the giant land snail and
the pill millipede. They may also eat carrion and like other tortoise species they will gnaw on bones to
obtain calcium for the growth of their shells.
The Cape or marsh terrapin (Pelomedusa subrufa) can often be seen at the dams, basking in the sun.
It is omnivorous and will feed on water-plants, frogs, fish and carrion. It has also been known to lie in
wait for birds coming to the water's edge to drink and bathe.
TORTOISES & TERRAPINS RECORDED ON MEYERSDAL NATURE ESTATE:
Common Name Scientific Name
Mountain leopard tortoise Geochelone pardalis
Hinged tortoise Kinixys belliana
Cape or Marsh Terrapin Pelomedusa subrufa

MAMMALS
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To date twelve game species have been reintroduced at Meyersdal Nature Estate. Most people are
interested in the larger antelope species only, oblivious to our rich diversity of smaller animals. These
smaller mammal species occurred naturally in the area, and since we started conserving the area,
their populations are growing and they are now seen again more frequently. Many are nocturnal and
are generally only seen early in the morning or late in the afternoon.
Rock hyraxes or dassies can often be spotted in the hills, or on rocks, basking in the sun. Dassies are
one of the main prey animals of our resident Black Eagles.
Scrub hares are nocturnal but are often seen at night along the roads feeding on the lawns.
Both the Yellow and Slender mongoose occur naturally on the estate. The Slender mongoose, with its
characteristic black tipped tail, is solitary while the Yellow mongoose, with its white tipped tail, keep in
families or a warren. Both are diurnal and can often be seen diving into vegetation along the roads. In
spite of their diminutive size they are capable of killing large snakes and rodents, but mostly hunt for
insects. And to add more to the suricate family, we also have two warrens of meerkat (Suricates) on
the estate.
The Cape serotine bat is commonly found under house overhangs, in roofs, in crevices of trees and
even underneath aloe leaves where they huddle closely together in groups of 2-3. With sunset they
can be seen as they start hunting insects, flying a circular route while foraging.

MAMMAL SPECIES RECORDED ON MEYERSDAL NATURE ESTATE:
Common Name (Scientific Name)
Rodents and Small animals
Hedgehog (Atelerix frontalis)
Hottentot Golden Mole (Amblysomus hottentotus)
Rock elephant shrew (Elephantulus myurus)
Scrub hare (Lepus saxatilis)
Common Mole-rat (Cryptomys hottentotus)
Porcupine (Hystrix africaeaustralis)
Greater canerat (Thryonomys swinderianus)
Striped mouse (Rhabdomys pumilio)
Multimammate mouse (Mastomys coucha)
Namaqua rock mouse (Aethomys namaquensis)
Red veld rat (Aethomys chrysophilus)
Vlei rat (Otomus irroratus)
Springhare (Pedetus capensis)
Rock dassie/rock hyrax (Procavia capensis)
Bats
Cape serotine bat (Eptisecus capensis)
Primates
Vervet monkey (Cercopithecus aethiops) – nomadic troop moving through area, seen in 2009
Chacma baboon (Papio ursinus) – lone nomadic male moving through area, seen in 2006 and 2007
Predators (Carnivorous and insectivorous)
Black-backed Jackal (Canis mesomelas) – seen in summer of 2008 for 4 months
Small-spotted Genet (Genetta genetta)
Yellow mongoose (Cynictus penicillata)
Slender mongoose (Galerella cf. nigrata)
Suricate/meerkat (Suricata suricatta)
Antelopes
Steenbok (Raphicerus campestris)
Common duiker (Sylvicapra grimmia)
Springbok (Antidorcas marsupialis)
Impala (Aepeceros melampus)
Mountain reedbuck (Redunca fulvorufula)
Reedbuck (Redunca arundinum)
Blesbuck (Damaliscus dorcas)
Black wildebeest (Connochaetes gnou)
Red hartebeest (Alcelaphus buselaphus)
Kudu (Tragelaphus strepsiceros)
Burchell Zebra (Equus burchelli)
Eland (Taurotragus oryx)

